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JUL. Tis true23 such pearls as put out ladies'
eyes;
For I had rather wink than look on them,    [Aside. THU. How likes she my discourse ? PRO. Ill, when you talk of war. THU. But well, when I discourse  of love? and
peace ? JUL. But better, indeed,  when  you hold  your
peace.                                           [Aside.
THU. What says she to my valour ? PRO. O, sir, she makes no doubt of that. JUL. She needs not, when she knows it cowardice.
[Aside.
THU. What says she to my birth ? PRO. That you are well deriv'd. JUL. True ; from a gentleman to a fool.    [Aside. THU. Considers she my possessions ? PRO. Oy ay; and pities them. THU. Wherefore ?
JUL. That such an- ass should owe them.  [Aside. PRO. That they are out by lease3. JUL. Here comes the duke.
2  JuL 'Tis true, &c.] This speech, which certainly belongs to Julia, is given in the old copy to Thurio.    Mr. Howe restored it to its proper owner.    S TEE YENS.
3  That they are out by lease.]   I suppose he means, because Thurio's folly has let them on disadvantageous terms.    STEEVENS.
She pities Sir Thurio's possessions, because they are let to others, and are not in his own clear hands. Such appears to me to be the meaning, M. MASON.
" By Thurio's possessions, he himself understands his lands and estate. But Proteus chooses to take the word likewise in a figurative sense, as signifying his mental endowments: and when he says they are out by lease, he means they are no longer enjoyed by their master, (who is a fool,) but are leased out to another." Edinburgh Magazine, Nov. 1786. STEEVENS.
For this explication, which is clearly just, the reader, I believe, is indebted to the late Sir David Dahymple, Bart, usually denominated Lord Hailes. MALONE.